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A Profile of  your Secretary

I was born in suburban south-east 
Melbourne in the middle of  last 
Century, so close to the hospital that I 

was wheeled home in a pram. Fortunate 
really, because my parents never 
owned a car. 
       My earliest aspiration was to work in 
the Wheaties factory so I could get the toys 
they put into the boxes in those days. When 
Wheaties stopped doing that, I was forced 
to look for another career. After a brief stint 
as a bass guitarist in a mediocre rock group 
and a longer gig as a surveyor’s assistant 
in a tunnel of Melbourne’s new sewerage 
scheme, I found myself at university 
studying physics. In my academic pursuits, I 
share much with Jawaharlal Nehru: we both 
switched from physics to botany early in our 
degrees – he went on to become India’s 
ýrst Prime Minister and I went on to become 
éthe Secretary of Friends of the Prom, 
two positions equally at the pinnacle of a 
working life.

On my way to 
becoming Secretary 
I had a long career in 
Ecological Science and, 
despite retirement, it is 
ongoing – I just don’t get 
paid any more. 

That could have 
been very different had I 
chosen a more sensible 
pathway in biochemistry 
after university – the 
prospects of a job were 
far better in biochemistry 
than in ecology, and they 
still are.

However, I was greatly 
inþuenced at university by 
an outstanding ecologist by the name of 
Bob Parsons. Bob did some of his earliest 
work at the Prom in the 1960s. He had a 
very relaxed attitude to life and teaching, 
and only owned two pairs of shoes: thongs 
and something else (which he would wear 
only when not allowed to wear thongs – 

he was such a good customer of Dunlop 
Rubber that when they stopped making 
thongs, they sent him their entire supply 
in his size). Thongs are a still an essential 
part of the kit of any respectable ecologist. 
But I digress.

I like to think that my passion for 
nature, the outdoors and the Prom came 
from camping trips to the Prom in late 
summers of the mid-70s (after the hordes 
had left), during university years. But I 
don’t remember much of that. I blame 
sun exposure, but alcohol may have had 
something to do with it. 

Other important inþuences were weekly 
trips in Grade 6 to the horticultural school 
in Hughesdale, and my mum, who was 
an avid gardener, growing almost all our 
vegetables in a backyard the size of a 
postage stamp.

In my career I have worked in Victoria, 
Western Australia and New South Wales 
on vegetation mapping, threatened 

species conservation, 
plant pathology, weed 
management and 
dendroclimatology (a 
good word to get in 
Scrabble). I have also 
dabbled in taxonomy, 
giving names to about 
a dozen plants and 
three children, the latter 
being my crowning 
achievement.

I joined Friends of the 
Prom after moving back to 
Victoria in 2021, after 24 
years in New South Wales. 
It is such a privilege to 
be working at the Prom, 

which has so many challenges (from 
tourist pressure, past management and 
an uncertain future climate). To think that 
we may be helping the rangers even just a 
little, is very satisfying. 

I look forward to passing the baton of 
Secretary to the next person … hint, hint.

 



Grassland Restoration
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A keen group of 20 volunteers, 



Beach Clean-up News
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Beach Clean-up Reports
Olga’s Hourigans Beach 
crew

Michelle’s Darby Beach 
Crew

 
Karin’s Cotters Beach crew  



Keith’s Squeaky Beach 
crew  

Anastasia’s Picnic and 
Whisky Beaches crew 

Beach Clean-up Reports cont.
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Nursery News— the Hardening-off  Shed

O

 
 



7

Sea Spurge at Squeaky Beach

With the Rangers’ advice on 

Saturday
Sunday
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Sea Spurge control at Cotters Beach

A
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NEW MEMBERS
 

We extend a very warm welcome to  
the following new members: 

Glenda Shomaly and Neil Tucker
Mollie Long

Ritesh  Mittal
Jimmy Carr 

Sea Spurge control cont.

School Visits in March and April
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FEEDBACK FROM YOU

If you have any thoughts on what we do, our activities, or matters raised in this newsletter, 
we would love to hear from you – please put your comments in an email to the Secretary: 

info@friendsoftheprom.org.au

DONATIONS

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to provide your full name 
as a reference

MEMBERSHIP FEES



CONTACTS
Media Enquiries

Olga Wilkinson  
(Vice President)  
info@friendsoftheprom.
org.au

Membership &
General Enquiries
Keith McDougall 
(Secretary)
info@friendsoftheprom.
org.au

Nursery Enquiries

Olga Wilkinson  
0427 846 412

Treasurer

Peter McDowell
membership@
friendsoftheprom.org.au

EVENTS CALENDAR 
MAY TO JULY 2026

Except for the nursery, a reminder with more detail about 
these weekend and weekday activities 

will be emailed to members closer to the date. 

WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
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on 

REGISTERING WITH PARKCONNECT

Every second Thursday, rain, hail or shine – 

meet 9:30 am at the nursery compound in Tidal River – 

check website for dates


